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Dear Readers 
 

T his year’s Congress is rapidly approaching, 
and it looks like it will be a good one.  Sev-
eral people are preparing special sessions 

or workshops on a variety of topics covering a 
range of disciplines. Keep an eye on the pro-
gramme and there’ll be sure to be something for 
you. 

This Congress also comes at an exciting time 
for this country. Our new president has dramati-
cally restructured the cabinet, reshuffling many 
portfolios. Three important changes that should 
affect most of our members professionally are: 
environmental affairs is now joined with water af-
fairs; agriculture, forestry and fisheries have been 
joined; and higher education has been split from 
basic education. To me, these changes make a lot 
of sense, and surveys conducted over a beer or 
two reveal that at least 80% of respondents agree 
with me. 

Of course, the eating of the pudding is in the 
proof (or words to that effect) and we’ll have to 
wait and see what the new ministers do with their 
portfolios. We’ll also have to see whether Pres. 
Zuma’s statements that civil servants will have to 
get down to business are taken seriously.  Anyone 
who has worked in government and had suppliers 
refusing to deliver because of late, late payments 
from the finance section can only welcome his 
words. 

Alan Short 

The Grassland Society of Southern Africa is dedicated 
to the advancement of the science and practice of 

range ecology and pasture management. 
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NewsNews  
SA farmers interested in DRC farming: 

AgriSA 
Hundreds of South Afri-
can and Zimbabwean 
farmers have ex-
pressed interest in 
farming in the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), according to 
Agri-SA President Theo 
de Jager. He says that 
he has been inundated 
with requests for more 
information. The DRC 
formally requested 
South Africa to send a 

fact-finding mission 
through South Africa’s 
representative in Braz-
zaville. The DRC in-
tends to increase pro-
duction of a number of 
crops including sugar, 
maize, soya beans, 
coffee and tea, as well 
as cattle and goats.  

South  Af r ican 
farmers wanted infor-
mation on security, 
land and labour laws, 

education and trade 
relations. 

The farmers in-
cluded South Africans 
and Zimbabweans 
farming abroad, for-
eigners farming in 
South Africa, as well as   
a number of farmers 
who had previously 
farmed in the DRC but 
left during the 1997 civil 
war. 

SAMIC newsletter 

M r  J a c q u e s 
Cloete (right) re-
ceived the GSSA 
award for outstanding 
academic achieve-
ment from Prof. Hen-
nie Snyman (left), at 
the graduation cere-
mony of the University 
of the Free State. This 
award was for best 
BSc. final year student 
in Grassland Science 

with best continuous 
performance during all 
the years of study with 
an average of at least 
70%. He is currently 
enrolled as BSc Hon-
ours student at the 
University of the Free 
State.  
 

Vanessa Brueton of 
Wits University, Biologi-
cal Sciences, was 
awarded the GSSA 
Meritorious Award for 
research in Range and 
Forage Science, for her 
MSc. thesis entitled 
“Trade in  commonly 
used medicinal bulbs: 
value and ecological 
implications”. She was 
handed her prize by 
Brian Dawson at a 
ceremony in May. 

GSSA 
Awards 
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The Department of En-
vironmental Affairs and 
Tourism (DEAT) pub-
lished the National En-
vironmental Manage-
ment: Biodiversity Act 
(10 of 2004)‘s draft 
Alien and Invasive Spe-
cies regulations for 
comment in the Gov-
ernment Gazette on the 
3rd April 2009. 

As these regula-
tions will be likely to 
affect agricultural activi-
ties, especially in 

terms of issues relating 
to aquaculture, veld, 
pasture and wildlife 
management, the De-
partment of Agriculture 
(DoA) is in the process 
of consolidating inputs 
and comments on 
these draft Regulations 
from the agricultural 
sector. 

The DoA has 
therefore requested 
GSSA members and 
other inter-

ested parties  to submit 
their comments on the 
draft regulations to Vic-
tor Musetha at Vic-
torMu@nda.agric.za.  
The draft regulations 
can be obtained from  
Mr Musetha or the 
GSSA administrator at 
admin@grassland.org.
za 
 
  

Request to provide inputs on the draft alien 
and invasive species regulations 
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The succulent Karoo 
Ecosystem Program 
(SKEP) has entered 
its second phase. The 
first five years of im-
plementation of the 
programme were fo-
cused on catalyzing 
projects and proc-
esses to improve bio-
diversity conservation 
in the Succulent Ka-
roo region over  a 
long term, while at the 
same time enhancing 
local livelihoods. 

Chief Director for 
SANBI’s Biodiversity 
Planning and Main-
streaming division, 
Kristal Maze, com-

mented that “the next 
five years will focus 
on program consolida-
tion, working to inte-
grate SKEP objectives 
into national and re-
gional government 
programmes and 
thereby ensuring sus-
tainability. 

The shift in over-
all focus of the pro-
gramme is accompa-
nied by changes at 
the level of staffing. 
Director SANBI’s Fyn-
bos programme and 
coordinator of CAPE, 
Dr. Mandy Barnett, 
has taken up the 
SKEP coordinator, 

Marion Jonhson, left 
the programme. Luba-
balo Ntsholo was ap-
pointed to the position 
of SKEP Programme 
Developer and began 
work in this new ca-
pacity from April 2009.  

Kr is ta l  Maze 
added that SANBI 
thanked Marion John-
son for all her hard 
work and fresh new 
perspectives over the 
past two years and 
wished her well for the 
future. 
Contact Mandy Bar-
nett at Tel: 012 799 
8875. 
SKEP newsletter 

New members 
•Anneke Engelbrecht: 
Agricultural Research 
Council 
•Falko Buschke: Stu-
dent, University of the 
Free State 
•Marion Holmes: Ka-
roo Pred a Tours 
•Monique Salomon: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
KwaZulu-Natal 
•Tracey Simpson: 

Resolute Mining 
•Prof Trevor Hill: Uni-
versity of KwaZulu-
Natal 
•Twakundine Sim-
pamba: Kafue Na-
tional Park, Zambia 
•Mr Wayne Knight: 
Solar Addicts 
 
Resigned mem-
bers 
•Cedr i c  Mukha t -

shelwa. 
•Kirsten Oliver 
•Pierre du Toit 
•Renee Andreka 

 

New and resigned membersNew and resigned members  

New interim management for 
SKEP 



Grassroots: Newsletter of the Grassland Society of Southern Africa ▪ May 2009 ▪ Vol. 9 ▪ No. 2 

5 

Namaqualand coast role-players 
plan for sustainability 

A group of people 
from Conservation 
Internat ional,  de 
Beers, Eden Project 
and Kamiesberg Mu-
nicipality held a crea-
tive workshop bring-
ing together experts 
ranging from engi-
neers to environ-
mental architects to 
detail the conceptual 
plans for the Living 
Edge of Africa Project 
(LEAP), a bid to repair 
the landscape, de-
velop tourism sites 
and encourage job 
creation through res-
toration on South Af-
rica’s Namaqualand 
coast. 

The Living Edge 
of Africa Project 
seeks to redevelop a 
45 kilometre stretch of 
Namaqualand's coast 
into a conservation 
and economic devel-
opment zone that will 
recast the legacy of 
40 years of diamond 
mining with a collec-
tion of innovative car-
bon-neutral enter-
prises that will create 
a sustainable new 
economic and job 
creation engine. 

LEAP is envi-
sioned as a model for 
sustainable low car-
bon economic devel-
opment which will de-
liver a comprehen-
sive, large-scale, rep-
licable model with 
fully integrated con-
servation, economic 
and social develop-
ment outcomes and 
addressing climate, 
food, water and health 
security issues while 
also providing a pro-
ductive reuse of 
mined out land-
scapes. The LEAP 
enterprises will in-
clude wind farms, 
seawater  green-
houses, mariculture, 
and algae production 
for biofuels and 
mariculture feed. 
LEAP will also be-
come a tourism desti-
nation which will seek 
to educate visitors 
about environmental 
issues.  

The international 
financial crisis has put 
increasing pressure 
on government, the 
mining industry and 
NGOs in South Africa 
to deliver sustainable 

economic develop-
ment and job creation. 
Ques t i ons  w er e 
raised at the work-
shop about how the 
l a n d s c a p e  h a s 
changed and how to 
incorporate it into an 
ecologically friendly 
and tourist-orientated 
site, without further 
impacting on the frag-
ile dune environment. 
 
For more information 
contact Tessa Milden-
h a l l  a t 
t.mildenhall@conserv
ation.org  
 
SKEP newsletter 

Meritor 

mailto:t.mildenhall@conservation.org�
mailto:t.mildenhall@conservation.org�
mailto:t.mildenhall@conservation.org�
mailto:t.mildenhall@conservation.org�
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The department of 
minerals and energy 
(DME) is planning the 
establishment of more 
coal mines in Mpuma-
langa, despite the 
poisoning of rivers in 
the area from mine 
leachate, according to 
a report in the Star 
newspaper (5 May 
2009).   

An investigation 
by the University of 
the Witwatersrand, 
commissioned by the 
Mpumalanga Lake 
District Protection 
Group, confirmed that 
chemicals from mines 
leaching into the lakes 

and dam were the 
cause of death of 
thousands of fish and 
other fauna last year.  
Farmers have threat-
ened mass action if 
the new mines are 
approved.  Farmers’ 
associations are hop-
ing to find an amica-
ble solution to the 
need for clean water 
and the urgent need 
for energy by meeting 
with the DME and the 
department of water 
affairs, but have 
warned that if the gov-
ernment does not 
heed their concerns 
the mines will be a 

“death blow to agricul-
ture”. 

Apart from agri-
culture, poor commu-
nities in the area also 
rely on the same wa-
ter for drinking and 
subsistence farming. 

 
 

Mpumalanga farmers warning of 
showdown with DME over new 

mines 

Michael Leeuw (17), a 
grade 12 learner at 
Louise Botha Techni-
cal High School in 
Bloemfontein, re-
ceived a silver medal 
for his research pro-
ject on the impact of 
termites on the eco-
system at an interna-

tional science olym-
piad.  He represented 
South Africa at the 
International Sustain-
able World (Energy, 
Engineering and Envi-
ronment) Project 
Olympiad (ISWEEEP) 
in Texas. 

Michael’s project 

“Termite mounds-no 
growth” won the 
GSSA award at the 
2008 Eskom Expo for 
Young Scientists in 
Bloemfontein last year 
(Grassroots, Decem-
ber 2008). 

GSSA Award winner reaches 
new heights 



Grassroots: Newsletter of the Grassland Society of Southern Africa ▪ May 2009 ▪ Vol. 9 ▪ No. 2 

7 

Cape Town.  Deadline 
for applications 30 
June. 

Applicants should 
be: 
• Graduates of political 

or social science, 
gender/feminist stud-
ies, migration studies, 
sustainable develop-
ment, environmental 
science (other rele-
vant degrees will be 
considered). 

• Post graduate stu-
dents of the above 
mentioned fields of 
study who are work-
ing on their research 
projects 

Candidates must 
have demonstrated 
English writing skills, 
be proficient in MS Of-
fice and preferably 
have some qualitative 
research and field work 
experience.  They 
should be willing to 
assist in programme 
management work as 
well as in the organisa-
tion and documentation 
of events. Exact tasks 
and responsibilities will 
be negotiated individu-

ally. 
The HBS prefers 

internship periods of 3-
6 months.  Monthly 
stipends wil l  be 
awarded while interns 
will be responsible for 
own travel to Cape 
Town and accommo-
dation. 

We particularly 
encourage applications 
from the SADC region. 

A p p l i c a t i o n s 
should include a CV, a 
letter of motivation, and 
a writing sample from 
the applicant’s topic of 
study. 

Send applications 
to info@boell.org.za. 

 
Keren Ben-Zeev 
Heinrich Böll Founda-
tion 
Regional Office, South-
ern Africa 
1st floor, Avalon Build-
ing 
123 Hope St, Gardens, 
Cape Town, 8001 
Tel: 021 461 6266 
Fax: 086 5511 674 or 
021 462 7187 
Website: 
www.boell.org.za 

Internships at Heinrich Böll 
Foundation 

JobsJobs  
From www.grassland.org.za 

WRC web is now 
open for the submis-
sion of research pro-
posals for funding to 
commence in 2010. 
Please visit our web-
site for more informa-
tion. Should you re-
quire any additional 
information or should 
you experience any 
difficulties with the 
on�line process, 
please do not hesitate 
to contact Pieter Smit 
at pieters@wrc.org.za 
or at 012 330 9052. 
The call for non-
solicited proposals will 
be open until midnight 
on 3 July 2009. The 
system will be open 
for the submission of 
solicited proposals 
from 25 May to mid-
night 3 July 2009.  

Water Research 
Commission call 

for proposal 
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The University of Pre-
toria, Department of 
Animal and Wildlife 
Sciences are looking 
for three individuals 
interested and ready 
to explore the feeding 
value of fodder trees 
and shrubs in small 
ruminant nutrition 
both at the rumen and 
the whole animal 
level.  
 
Requirements: 
Qualifications either 
BSc (Agric) for MSc 

degree and MSc 
(Agric) for PhD De-
gree. Knowledgeable 
in Animal Nutrition 
(Rumen fermenta-
tion). 
 
Deadline: 
Application should be 
made before end of 
October 2009. 
 
Foreign applicants are 
encouraged to apply 
for a Deutscher 
A k a d e m i s c h e r 
Austanch Dienst 

(DAAD) in-country-
scholarship by visiting 
German Embassy in 
their respective coun-
try of origin. 
 
Contact person: 
Dr A. Hassen, Agricul-
ture Building 10-32, 
Department of Animal 
and Wildlife Sciences, 
University of Pretoria. 
Tel. 012 420 3273, 
Email: 
Abubeker.hassen@up
.ac.za 
 

Research opportunities 
MSc and PhD Research Opportunity in Rumen 

Ecology (2010) 

The Competitive Sup-
port for Unrated Re-
searchers (CSUR) 
Programme fal ls 
within the Human and 
Institutional Capacity 
Development (HICD) 
Directorate of the 
NRF.  

The various pro-
grammes and initia-
tives within the 
HICD are aimed at 
the development 
and support of peo-
ple, infrastructure, 
facilities and sys-

tems.  Investment 
priority will be given 
to the achievement 
of three principal 
goals, viz. Human 
research develop-
ment, Building the 
research capacity, 
Development of re-
search/knowledge 
areas. 

To complete an 
application, access 
the electronic system 
a t  h t t p : / /
nrf interim.nrf.ac.za  
All applications should 

be validated by the 
respective institutions' 
responsible Desig-
nated Authority (DA), 
and must be submit-
ted to the NRF by the 
DA no later than Fri-
day, 3 July 2009.  
 
Contact person 
Ms Nthabiseng Motloi 
Telephone: (012) 481-
4125/4240 
e-mail:  
nthabiseng@nrf.ac.za  

Call for Applications for 2010-2012 funding 

mailto:Abubeker.hassen@up.ac.za�
mailto:Abubeker.hassen@up.ac.za�
mailto:Abubeker.hassen@up.ac.za�
mailto:Abubeker.hassen@up.ac.za�


Grassroots: Newsletter of the Grassland Society of Southern Africa ▪ May 2009 ▪ Vol. 9 ▪ No. 2 

9 

The mission of the envi-
ronment programme is 
to support the efforts of 
an engaged citizenry 
working to create ac-
countable and respon-
sive institutions, sound 
public policies, and ap-
propriate models of de-
velopment that protect 
the diversity and integ-

rity of selected ecosys-
tems in North America 
and around the world.  
Letters of enquiry are 
welcome all year round 
but at least four months 
before funding is re-
quired.  
Website: www.mott.org/
p r o g r a m s /
environment.aspx  

Funding OpportunitiesFunding Opportunities  

The Royal Society 
International Joint Projects 

Deadline: 17 June 
2009, 17 September 
2009, 17 December 
2009. 

Designed to en-
able international col-
laboration be providing 
a mobility grant for re-
searchers to cover 
travel, subsistence and 
research expenses. 

The collaboration 
should be based on a 
single project including 
two teams or individu-
als: one based in the 
UK and the other out-
side the UK.  A rela-
tionship between both 

parties should already 
be established prior to 
making an application.  
The col laborat ion 
should involve bilateral 
visits between the UK 
and the country in 
which the overseas 
collaborator is based. 

Subjects covered 
All disciplines in which 
the Society will elect 
researchers to the fel-
lowship of the Royal 
Society. 

Website: 
www.royalsociety.org/ 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation: 
Environment Programme 

A programme designed to 
build capacity for the next 
generation of conserva-
tionists through supporting 
individual field projects 
that have a clear applica-
tion to the conservation of 
threatened wildlife and 
wildlife habitat.  

Deadlines: 15 March 
and 15 September. 

Projects are evalu-
ated on three major crite-
ria: 
• Applicant’s potential as 

a conservation profes-
sional: the capacity 
building value of the 
proposed project 

• Relevance to wildlife 
conservation: a clear 
application of the re-
search results to an 
important conservation 
question 

• Scientific merit and 
value: in particular a 
clearly expressed re-
search question with 
appropriate methodol-
ogy and analysis. 

W e b s i t e : 
www.wcs.org 

Wildlife 
Conservation 

Society 
Research 

Fellowship 
Programme 

From www.grassland.org.za 
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Upcoming Events 

From www.grassland.org.za 

43rd Annual SASAS Congress 
Date: 28-30 July 2009 
Venue:  Alpine Heath, Northern Dra-
kensberg, KwaZulu-Natal 
Contact: Trevor Dugmore 
Tel: 033 3559 258 
Email: 
Trevor.Dugmore@kzndae.gov.za 
Website: www.sasas.co.za/ 

Fynbos Forum: 
Working together for a living land-

scape  
Date: 4—7 August 2009 
Venue:  Bredasdorp, Gemeenskap-
sal (Community Hall) 
Contact: Wendy Paisley 
Tel: 021 799 8824  
Email:  
paisley@botanicalsociety.org.za 

10th International Congress of 
Ecology 

Ecology in a changing climate: 
two hemispheres, one globe  

Date: 15—21 August 2009 
Venue:  Brisbane Convention Cen-
tre, Queensland, Australia 
Website: www.intecol10.org  

SAWMA Symposium 
Wildlife Management: Ensuring 

Sustainability 
Date: 13—16 September 2009 
Venue:  Protea Hotel Black Moun-
tain, Thaba Nchu  

Contact: Elma Marais  
Tel: 021 554 1297  
Email: elma@mweb.co.za  
Website: www.sawma.co.za 

47th AEASA Conference  
Promoting the competitiveness of 

South African Agriculture in a 
weakened global economy  

Date: 21-23 September 2009 
Venue:  Southern Sun Elangeni, 
Durban  
Contact: Gaylene Hall  
Email: gaylene@findavenaue.co.za 
Website: www.findavenue.co.za/
AEASA/Aeasa.html  

Developing Animal Agriculture 
Interest Group Symposium  

Date: 28 September—2 October 
2009 
Venue:  Gauteng, South Africa  
Contact: Heleen Els 
Tel: 083 478 1940 
Email: Heleen.Els@up.ac.za 
Website: www.sasas.co.za 
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Council NewsCouncil News  
The Council met on 
29 April 2009 at Rho-
des University, Gra-
hamstown.   
 
We also welcomed the 
newest addition to the 
GSSA family. Con-
gratulations Susi on 
your baby! 
 
It was reported that 
all arrangements for 
44th Congress, 2009 
are firmly on track.  
The theme – Meeting 
rangeland, pasture 
and wildlife chal-
lenges in a changing 
landscape – has 
sparked much inter-
est amongst mem-
bers and more than 
90 contributions have 
been received.  A 
number of interesting 
special sessions have 
also been organised.  
Various pre-Congress 
tours are scheduled 
for those who believe 
that all work and no 
play makes Jack a 
dull boy. 
 
Please be informed that 
Expertise Database 
forms will be available 
during Congress for 
those members who 

have not yet completed 
them. 
 
Thank you to all who 
submitted manu-
scripts for publication 
in the African Journal 
of Range and Forage 
Science.  Issue 26(2) 
promises to be a 
good read!  Also look 
out for a special issue 
on desertification and 
resource degradation.  
As discussed at the 
Journal Strategic 
Planning session the 
mentorship program 
will also be initiated 
this year. 
 
The Professional Af-
fairs Committee (PAC)  
had a meeting with the 
new SACNASP (South 
African Council for 
Natural and Scientific 
Professions) Board and 
various issues were 
discussed. SACNASP 
is currently redrafting 
the requirements for 
registration and this 
document will be sent 
to all voluntary associa-
tions for comment.  A 
detailed report will be 
given at Congress so 
be sure not to miss it. 
 

Congratulations to all 
students who re-
ceived GSSA awards!  
We are also looking 
into the possibility of 
establishing Grass-
land Clubs at univer-
sities to encourage 
students to follow 
careers in range and 
forage science. 
 
Council would like to 
thank all members for 
their assistance and 
support during the pre-
vious year.  Thank you 
also to all Council 
members who are step-
ping down this year. 
 
Hope to see every-
body at Congress! 

 

There are no page 
charges for GSSA 
members publish-
ing in the African 
Journal of Range 
and Forage Sci-
ence in 2009 


